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http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3393&ChapterID=17
http://www.ilga.gov/legislation/ilcs/ilcs3.asp?ActID=3393&ChapterID=17
https://www.ibhe.org/assets/files/PBVS_Infographic.pdf
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The Illinois Board of Higher Education has approved a Fiscal Year 2020 budget that would include 

$314 million new dollars, or a 16.6 percent, increase in funding, for higher education operations in 

Illinois. “This next fiscal year is beyond critical for the future of higher education in our state,” said 

IBHE Chair Tom Cross. “The board believes that a $2.208 billion budget request will mean 

reinvestment in higher education, and a commitment to ending the pattern of outmigration of 

Illinois students.” The board action was taken December 4. 
 

Illinois Higher Education Appropriations Operation History  

Adjusted for Mandates and Inflation 

“For the public universities, we feel that a ten percent increase, or $110 million in additional revenue, 

is reasonable and will allow those institutions to start to heal after 16 years of budgets below the 

benchmark of fiscal year 2002,” explained Cross. “Universities still haven’t come close to recovering 

from the worst blow, which was the stopgap budget of fiscal 2016.” The chart above shows the 

appropriations for higher education as adjusted for unfunded mandates and inflation. 
 

In the budget request, IBHE is asking for additional money for grant programs. IBHE Executive 

Director Al Bowman said, “If Illinois wants more of its high school graduates to attend Illinois colleges 

and universities, an important incentive is the availability of grants. This budget request will go a long 

way toward keeping more students here.”  
 

The new or increased grant lines include: 

 Monetary Award Program (MAP):  $100 million   

 AIM HIGH:  $20 million 

 Veterans and National Guard:  $26 million 

 Assistance for Nonpublic Institutions:  $25 million 
 

With private non-profit institutions educating over half of the undergraduates in Illinois, the budget 

request includes $25 million for student support at nonpublic institutions.  
 

“It’s important to note that even with a 16.6 percent increase, next year’s budget would still be 

lower than the $2.417 billion amount approved by lawmakers for fiscal year 2002,” said Cross.  
 

Bowman told the board that there is a clear connection between tuition increases and the woefully 

inadequate budgets for higher education. “Revenues for public universities used to come primarily 

from the state budget, at 72 percent of the total in fiscal 2002. That meant that only 28 percent 
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came from tuition and fees. That ratio has flipped, so that students are largely responsible for almost 

65 percent of university revenue.”   
 

Trends in Educational and Related Revenues at Illinois Public Universities  
 

The board is also requesting $664 million in Capital Renewal funding to pay for imperative deferred 

maintenance. That is in addition to $1.5 billion that is necessary for regular capital projects. 

On December 31, Dr. Al Bowman will say goodbye to the Illinois 

Board of Higher Education. “I have enjoyed my time working to 

improve higher education here in Illinois, and am proud of all the 

accomplishments of not only IBHE, but all the state’s colleges and  

universities,” said Bowman. He took 

the post in November 2017 after 

retiring as president of Illinois State 

University.  

 

The IBHE board has named Nyle 

Robinson, deputy director of fiscal 

affairs and budgeting, as interim 

executive director. Robinson has held 

management and budget positions 

in several state government entities, 

and is fully immersed in the financial 

needs of our higher education  

institutions. “We appreciate the public recognition that higher 

education has been hurt by nearly two decades of disinvestment,” 

said Robinson. “This next legislative session could be a turning point 

that leads to stability and recovery for the state’s colleges and 

universities.” 
Robinson 

Bowman  
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Dr. Al Bowman finished his tenure as executive director of the Illinois Board of Higher Education by 

imparting his wisdom at a recent American Association of State Colleges and Universities (AASCU) 

conference. Bowman, who will retire December 31, joined a panel of other state higher education 

executives during the “Achieving State Goals Through a Stronger Campus-Capital Partnership” 

panel as part of AASCU’S Higher Education Government Relations Conference in Atlanta. 
 

Bowman told the crowd that Illinois higher education has high hopes for increased funding because 

it will have a new governor and a significant number of new lawmakers in the Illinois General 

Assembly. He also spoke of the need to have relationships not only with the leaders of each 

legislative chamber, but also the individual members who are active in higher education issues, 

such as members of the Higher Education Working Group that was established by Illinois lawmakers. 

AASCU’s “Achieving State Goals Through a Stronger Campus-Capital Partnership” panel 

L to R:  Madeline Pumariega, Florida College System; Al Bowman, IBHE; Mike Krause,  

Tennessee Higher Education Commission; and moderator Scott Jenkins, Lumina Foundation 

AIM HIGH Grant Programs Implemented at All Illinois Public Universities  
 

Pursuant to a pilot program enacted last summer, the Illinois Aspirational 

Institutional Match Helping Illinois Grow Higher Education (AIM HIGH) Grant  

Pilot Program is now in place at each public university in Illinois. Universities are currently making AIM 

HIGH grant offers to students who are applying to colleges and deciding where they will enroll next 

fall.  The Illinois AIM HIGH program provides funding, which must be matched by Illinois public 

universities, for grant assistance to eligible full-time undergraduate students towards the cost of 

attendance. Grants will be available beginning in 2019-20 to students attending for the first time an 

Illinois public university. AIM HIGH grants are renewable; if a student receives it once and continues 

to meet the eligibility requirements, he or she will be eligible to receive a renewal grant in 

subsequent years. 
 

While the overall program is administered through the Illinois Student Assistance Commission, each 

public university is able to design its own grant program within the general requirements of the law. 

For an overview of the program, general eligibility requirements, and links to the specific AIM HIGH 

grant programs at each university, click here.  

 

http://www.isac.org/aim-high
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The National College Access Network’s FAFSA Tracker has Illinois as #1 for the 

highest percentage of FAFSAs completed by high school seniors in the 

country!  The Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) would like to 

congratulate all of the high school counselors, administrators, parents, mentors, 

coaches and its very own ISACorps who work every day to give Illinois students 

the opportunity to pursue a postsecondary education. 

 

Check it out at FormYourFuture.org. 

Inform Five-Year Plan on Career-Connected Learning 
 

The Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) and the Illinois Community College Board (ICCB) will be 

hosting a webinar to share information on the Perkins Career and Technical Education 

Reauthorization and to gather feedback on how to strengthen career-connected learning for all 

students in Illinois for the next five years. ISBE and ICCB invites all stakeholders – educators, business, 

industry, families, community members to participate in learning more about the opportunity for 

Illinois and providing feedback.  
 

Tuesday, December 18, 2018 | 9:00 – 10:30 am 

Click here to register. 

Save the Date – Thursday, July 18, 2019 
 

Please mark your calendars for the 2019 College Changes Everything (CCE) Conference – the 

state’s premier college access and success event. This one-day conference showcases effective 

practices, collaborations, and resources available to promote and support student college and 

career readiness and to help Illinois reach its Goal 2025 – to increase the proportion of adults in 

Illinois with high-quality degrees and credentials to 60% by the year 2025. The conference will take 

place at the Tinley Park Convention Center, Tinley Park, Illinois. 

 

A call for conference interest session proposals will go out in January. Please consider submitting a 

proposal to help make the conference a valuable professional development experience by sharing 

your knowledge and experience with colleagues from all over the state. 

 

One of the strengths of the conference is that it brings together the diverse stakeholders from across 

the state needed for student success: college access practitioners; high school leaders, counselors, 

and case managers; college and university leaders and administrators; employers and workforce 

development professionals; and policy makers and elected officials interested in education and 

student outcomes. The conference also serves as an opportunity for stakeholders to improve their 

practice of collaboration and collective leadership as we work toward the state’s goal. 

https://formyourfuture.org/fafsa-tracker/
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/9063893768120285955
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__r20.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D001FWvTnIZBzP-2DfcE-5Fc7usgB7UZKD5oI27hM80GVBuETTafhQQlV4e85zF14qKGFWLIUZSlWyN89O4uN4mLWFgrPaUvTllQvLBZHGxxCeRxHiN9ZrbKPA2CiO3zkky9bP9kDa370NMP1vLj8bahCPz8HqtlZtK29viLTmcll8NyJ8kIvuw
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Not pictured:  Natalie Sanchez, Dominican University 
 

If you know a past Student Laureate, please ask him or her get in touch with the Lincoln Academy to share what they've 

been up to for the Academy’s social media pages! Call (217) 785-5030 or e-mail jkellner@thelincolnacademyofillinois.org. 
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1 North Old State Capitol Plaza | Suite 333 | Springfield, Illinois  62701 
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Forbes:  Community college is more important than you think – here’s why, December 12, 2018. 
 

Revolver:  Metallica’s nonprofit foundation donates $1 million to U.S. community colleges [including 

the College of Lake County], December 11, 2018. 
 

WSIU-91.9 FM:  SIU Board to vote on John Dunn as Interim SIUC Chancellor, December 11, 2018. 
 

Edwardsville Intelligencer:  SIUE among Illinois Department of Human Rights ‘fairness and equality’ 

honorees, December 10, 2018. 
 

Daily Illini:  Pritzker education plan sparks controversy, December 10, 2018. 
 

Partnership for College Completion:  Illinois’ higher education budget requests $25 million for 

nonpublic institutions:  here’s how to make it equitable, December 6, 2018. 
 

Capitol Fax:  IBHE wants 16.6 percent funding increase, December 5, 2018. 
 

Illinois News Network:  Illinois Board of Higher Education approves $2.2 billion request for public 

universities, December 5, 2018. 
 

Chicago Daily Law Bulletin:  UIC-John Marshall merger gets IBHE, ABA approval, December 5, 2018. 

mailto:jkellner@thelincolnacademyofillinois.org
mailto:info@ibhe.org?subject=Please%20subscribe%20me%20to%20the%20IBHE%20Bulletin
https://www.forbes.com/sites/civicnation/2018/12/12/community-college-is-more-important-than-you-thinkheres-why/#89484663fd5a
https://www.revolvermag.com/culture/metallicas-nonprofit-foundation-donates-1-million-us-community-colleges
http://news.wsiu.org/post/siu-board-vote-john-dunn-interim-siuc-chancellor#stream/0
https://www.theintelligencer.com/news/article/SIUE-among-Illinois-Department-of-Human-Rights-13454826.php
https://dailyillini.com/news/2018/12/10/pritzker-higher-education/
https://partnershipfcc.org/newsroom/illinois-higher-ed-budget-25-million-heres-how-to-make-it-equitable
https://capitolfax.com/2018/12/05/ibhe-wants-166-percent-funding-increase/
https://www.ilnews.org/news/schools/illinois-board-of-higher-education-approves-billion-request-for-public/article_5b7b7ec4-f8d5-11e8-873e-ff8d8f4e5bfe.html
https://www.google.com/search?q=UIC-John+Marshall+merger+gets+IBHE%2C+ABA+approval&rlz=1C1GCEU_enUS823US823&oq=UIC-John+Marshall+merger+gets+IBHE%2C+ABA+approval&aqs=chrome..69i57j69i60&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8

